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Chapter 5: Children as a Special Audience
Discussion and Writing Questions

1. Think back to your years prior to being ten years old.  How did the media influence you as a child?  In what you wanted for your birthday?  What things scared you?  Were you ever disappointed by a new toy because it didn’t measure up to the expectations set up by the advertisement?  

2. What are the advantages of protecting children in regard to media content?  Beyond their capabilities, what are the arguments for protecting children? 

3. Should media (entertainment programming & advertising) be restricted on behalf of children?  Is this censorship?  Who has responsibility in what children are encountering in the media? Explain and defend your answers.
4. People often quickly say that parents should be responsible for what media their children encounter.  Although this argument holds merit, what obstacles keep parents from being able to control all media content children consume?  What responsibility do media producers have in terms of media’s impact on children? Explain.

5. What does it mean, in terms of media literacy, that age is not the same as experience?  Explain.
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